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mother in her old age; to Charixenus to arrange my
daughter's marriage and to give her a dowry as large
as he can furnish, and in case either of the two should
die, I put in his place the survivor."

One of the two men having died, Areteus
fulfilled the legacy of his deceased friend.

III. Coarse calculation, having become the
basis of our actions, excluded through its establish-
ment the highest joys. The deceptions which
followed are all the more painful because we are
the principal culprits. We have made a sacrifice of
money or of troublesome deeds with a view to
another service which was not rendered. It is
as if we had purchased a security on the stock
exchange with the expectation of a speedy rise.
The advance did not take place. The business
itself failed. The blundering speculator has only
himself to blame. But what connection is there
between this unsuccessful operation and the friend-
ship or love which seek and find the profit in
their own existence? They realise both their
. capital and the interests of their acts a hundred-
fold in the very moment when they perform these.

Such is the situation of the parents, friends,
husbands and wives, children, lovers, with regard
to the services rendered to the beings who were or
are dear to their hearts.